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The rate of homelessness in the Tri-Cities

increased by 192 per cent between 2002 and 2005 —

the second-highest increase in the Lower Mainland,

according to research commissioned by the Greater

Vancouver Regional Steering Committee on

Homelessness.

The total numbers are relatively small: volunteers

found 38 homeless people on March 15 in the Tri-

Cities, compared to 13 in 2002.

But Michael Goldberg, research director for

SPARC BC and co-ordinator of the 2005 homeless

count, told The NOW that what increased even more

was the percentage of Tri-Cities homeless who live

on the street.

“The thing that is absolutely fascinating is going

from seven people who were street homeless (in

2002) to 30 people (in 2005),” he said.

“And that’s a pattern that’s occurred all across the

region.”

Goldberg said the 2002 homelessness count “real-

ly woke up people to say there’s homelessness in all

communities, it may be bigger or smaller, but it’s

something that we need to think about and address

— we can’t bury our heads in the sand any longer

— and by 2005, that really rang true for people.”

He said while organizers had more help from

police, municipalities, service organizations and oth-

ers in conducting the homelessness count this year,

he doesn’t believe the increased involvement skewed

the results by more than 10 per cent.

“So 90 per cent (of the increase) is due to an

absolute increase in the numbers of homeless,” he

said.
The data is preliminary, and researchers are still

breaking it down, so Goldberg did not know where

in the Tri-Cities the 38 homeless people were found.

Daniel Garrison, senior planner for the GVRD’s

homelessness unit, agreed with Goldberg that the

most significant change in the Tri-Cities involves the

number of people who live on the street, versus in

some form of shelter — the so-called “sheltered

homeless.”

The number of sheltered homeless in the Tri-

Cities increased by 33 per cent between 2002 and

2005, while the rate of those living on the street

increased by 329 per cent.

“I think that’s really what surprises us in places

like the Tri-Cities, and also in places like Langley

and Burnaby, where we saw those hundreds-of-per-

cent increases in the homeless population that

weren’t sheltered,” Garrison said.

While the Tri-Cities saw a greater percent change

during the past three years than most municipali-

ties, homelessness was up in all areas of the Lower

Mainland — except Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows.

There, it decreased to 42 people, from 62 in 2002

(a 32-per-cent decline).

IN
 T

H
E 

N
O

WOpinion  . . . . . .
 . .16

Letters  . . . . . .
 . . .17

Arts  . . . . . .
 . . . . .21

May Day  . . . . . .
 .31

Garden  . . . . . .
 . .36

Bulletin Board  . . .38

Sports  . . . . . .
 . . .42

Classified  . . . . . .
 .45

Circulation:

604-942-3081

Serving Coquit lam, Port  Coquit lam, Port  Moody, Anmore and Belcarra s ince 1984  •  www.thenownews.com

by Leneen Robb

lrobb@thenownews.com

New NOW look

Welcome to the new NOW.

Our new look is the culmi-

nation of months of work to

make your newspaper more

reader-friendly and more con-

temporary.  

You’ll still find the same

great content in our pages.

We remain dedicated to

informing, enlightening and

entertaining our readers with

stories and photos that focus

on the people and issues of

our communities.

We always appreciate your

feedback. Let us know what

you think about our new look.

Send us an e-mail to editori-

al@thenownewspaper.com.

Bob Moody

Publisher Homelessness up dramatically

Second-highest increase in Lower Mainland

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 9, see HOMELESS.

Paul vanPeenen/NOW

Michelle Sturley, left, and Richard Thompson work on the maypole structure in downtown Port Coquitlam. Thompson, who designed the original

piece, and Sturley are upgrading the sculpture. For a schedule of May Day events, see Page 33.
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